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2027 Prince Bira�s Firebird Trophy 
January 16, 2027 

Eligible Classes: Monohull, Multihull, Hobie/Dart Fleets 

The Firebird - Prince Bira�s Trophy is a prestigious, historic sailing 
trophy donated by HRH Prince Birabongse Bhanudej (Prince Bira) in 
1970.  While Prince Bira is world-famous as Thailand's first Formula 
One driver, he was also an elite yachtsman who represented Thailand 
in four Olympic Games. This trophy connects his royal heritage with 
his passion for the sea. Don�t miss the action on the water and the 
chance to race for this prestigious club trophy! 
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Phuket December 05-12 
The 38th Phuket King�s Cup Regatta is officially set to bring world-class 

sailing back to the Andaman Sea from December 5 to 12, 2026. As Asia�s 

largest and most prestigious big-boat regatta, this edition will once again 

transform the waters off Kata Beach into a vibrant arena of competitive racing. 

Continuing a proud tradition that began in 1987 under Royal Patronage to 

honour His Late Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the event unites the 

international yachting elite and passionate local teams. Off the water, the 

regatta promises its signature blend of tropical warmth, beachside 

camaraderie, and legendary evening events that capture the true spirit of Phuket. 

ALERT 

Under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty the King of Thailand, the Regatta is organised by the Phuket 
King�s Cup Regatta Organising Committee under the auspices of the Royal Varuna Yacht Club, in 
conjunction with the Yacht Racing Association of Thailand, the Royal Thai Navy and the Province of Phuket. 
 

38th Phuket King's Cup Regatta 
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Royal Varuna Yacht Club is delighted to 
welcome our newest member, the legendary 
Desmond "Des" Cousans. A member of the 
Class of 1972, Des is an experienced 
Australian sailor with a rich background in 
catamaran sailing. Having sailed everywhere 
from Fremantle, Western Australia, to the 
African coast, he is now a familiar face around 
the club, regularly joining in on activities with 
friends. 
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This publication contains proprietary information of Royal Varuna Yacht 

Club provided for readers use only. No other use is authorized without 

the express written authorization of the publisher. 

286 Moo 12 Pratamnak Rd., 

Nongprue, Banglamung, 

Chonburi, 20150 Thailand 

Tel: (+66) 0 3825 0116 

General Inquiries: generalmanager@varuna.org 

Sailing Inquiries: director@varuna.org 

Membership: membership@varuna.org 

Events: event@varuna.org 

Maxi Racing! - Fantastic effort by Pom Greene  
 
While most Varunians dabble in small boat racing, 
there are exceptions top the rule. At the Maxi yacht 
Sorrento Trophy, which is part of the IMA Maxi 
European Championship, Varunian Pom Greene saw 
the culmination of years of effort when the 72-foot maxi 
yacht North Star III won class II and the event overall. 
Pom was a project lead and mainsail trimmer. The 
yacht was only launched 3 months ago, so it was a very 
successful premiere. 

Rumors also goes that Varunians Richard Ayre and Stefaan de Vos are getting ready for an Atlantic 
crossing in Richards 40 ft Rapido catamaran to be followed by a series of Caribbean races. 
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